
Matthew 20:1-16a 

Included:
Maze template
Straws
Glue dots
Marbles 

use your own:  
Scissors 
Mass Box or other sheet of 
paper sized box 

September 20: vineyard maze fi
25th Sunday in ordinary time 

 Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers 
for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, 
he sent them into his vineyard. Going out about nine o’clock, the 
landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he 
said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you what 
is just.’ So they went off. And he went out again around noon, and 
around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o’clock,
the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, 
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They answered, ‘Because no 
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ 
When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and ending with the first.’ When those who had started about 
five o’clock came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the 
first came, they thought that they would receive more, but each of 
them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying,‘These last ones worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s 
burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I 
am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last 
one the same as you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own 
money? Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.”



3.
3.  Put glue dots on the maze where 
a straw will go. Break apart the glue 
dots so each one is separate. Peel off 
the white backing. Push the glue dot 
down where you want the glue dot. 
Then peel off the clear backing. Use 
1 glue dot for short runs under 2”, 2 
glue dots for longer. 

1.

1.  Jesus uses a parable about a 
man hiring workers in the vineyard. 
You are making a maze that goes 
through the steps of harvesting a 
vineyard through payday. Put the 
sticker in the bottom of your box. 

2.  Pick a first straw to cut for a 
part of the maze. It’s easiest to 
start with the longest straws and 
to attach each straw at a time 
instead of cutting all the straws 
then attaching them all. 

2.

4.

5. Put the marbles in the maze and 
tilt the box to move them through 
the maze. Even if you start marbles 
at different times, they all make 
it to the end - and all receive the 
same pay, just like the workers. 

5.

4. Push the cut straw on top of the 
glue dots. Repeat to make the 
                                              maze!


